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SUBJECT: UNITA'S GROWING MILITARY STRENGTH 

1. ON APRIL 8 A CONGEN OFFICER, ACCOMPANIED BY A BRITISH CONGEN 
OFFICER, MADE A VISIT TO UNITA'S CENTRAL MILITARY BASE, 80 KMS 
SOUTHWEST OF LUSO. THEIR PLANS TO VISIT OTHER UNITA BASES IN 
THE REGION WERE SCRUBBED BY THE FIGHTING THAT SWEPT LUSO ON 
APRIL 8 (SEPTEL). 

2. THE CENTRAL BASE HAS 2,000 TO 2,500 MEN IN TRAINING. AT A 
FORMATION OF THE ENTIRE THREE TRAINING BATTALIONS WITNESSED BY 
THE OFFICERS LESS THAN 10 PERCENT OF THE TROOPS HAD WEAPONS, THE 
REST CARRIED STICKS. NONE HAD MATCHING UNIFORMS AND ABOUT 75 
PERCENT WERE IN RAGGED CIVILIAN CLOTHES. NO EVIDENCE OF MALNUT- 
RITION WAS SEEN. MORALE WAS HIGH AND THE CAMP WAS WELL ORGANIZED 
AND EXPERTLY CAMOUFLAGED WITH TROOPS BUSY BUILDING HUTS AND 
CARVING OUT ROADS. 
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3. ACCORDING TO N'ZAU PUNA, UNITA'S SECRETARY GENERAL 

WHO WAS AT THE CAMP WHEN THE OFFICERS ARRIVED, THERE ARE MANY 
OF THEIR CAMPS SPRINKLED AROUND THE REGION WEST OF LUSO. 

HE AVOIDED SAYING HOW MANY CAMPS OR TROOPS THERE WERE IN 
TRAINING BUT DID SAY 20,000 VOLUNTEERS ARRIVED AT THEIR BASES 
IN MARCH ALONE, MANY MORE THAN THEY COULD HOUSE OR TRAIN. 

THE PORTUGUESE AIR FORCE HELICOPTER PILOT WHO FLEW THE OFFICERS 
TO THE BASE CONFIRMED THE EXISTENCE OF NUMEROUS UNITA BASES 
AND SAID EACH HAD LARGE NUMBERS OF TROOPS IN TRAINING. 

PUNA SAID PORTUGUESE TRAINING MANUALS AND NOTEBOOKS WERE 
BEING FOLLOWED AND THAT TROOPS WERE CONCENTRATING ON 
SMALL UNIT TACTICS AND WERE LEARNING CITY FIGHTING AND CROWD 
CONTROL. 

4. CADRE WAS PROVIDED FROM THE NUCLEUS OF UNITA'S FORMER 600 
MAN GUERRILLA FORCE AS WELL AS RECENT RECRUITED FORMER FLECHAS 
AND BLACK PORTUGUESE ARMY TROOPS. ALSO, HE SAID THE MOST 

ABLE OF THE RECRUITS ARE CHOSEN FOR ACCELERATED TRAINING AND 
PROMOTION. 

5. THE MOST SERIOUS PROBLEMS FACING UNITA'S TRAINING PROGRAM, 
ACCORDING TO PUNA, ARE FIRST, SHORTAGE OF TRUCKS TO BRING IN 
FOOD AND SECOND, LACK OF ARMS AND MUNITIONS. HE DID NOT SEEM 
PARTICULARLY CONCERNED BY THE LATTER PROBLEM AND BRUSHED OFF 
PROBING QUESTIONS ON IT WITH THE CRYPTIC REPLY THAT UNITA WILL 
HAVE WEAPONS BY THE TIME THEY NEED THEM. 

6. IN OUR OPINION WE MUST TAKE SERIOUSLY UNITA'S CLAIM 
TO HAVE 30,000 - 40,000 SOLDIERS AVAILABLE OR IN 
TRAINING. NUMEROUS SOURCES, INCLUDING U.S. MISSIONARIES 
IN THE CENTRAL REGION, TOLD US OF LARGE NUMBERS OF 
YOUTH HEADING EAST FOR TRAINING. THE BASES EXIST 

AND THE NUMBERS SEEM PLAUSIBLE. CADRE IS AVAILABLE AND, 

JUDGING FROM THE NEAT, ORDERLY ARRANGEMENT OF THE CAMP, 

AND THE WELL DRILLED PERFORMANCE OF THE TROOPS, THEY ARE 
CAPABLE AND ARE DOING A GOOD JOB. ARMS AREN'T AVAILABLE 
AND IT IS LIKELY THE TROOPS AREN'T GETTING MUCH, IF ANY, 

TRAINING IN MARKSMANSHIP OR, MORE IMPORTANTLY, STRIPPING AND 
CARE OF AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. TRUCK TRANSPORT IS NOT A VAIL ABIE, 

TO MOVE THE TROOPS TO NORTHERN ANGOLA BUT THEY ARE WITHIN 
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A DAYS MARCH OF THE BENEGUELA RAILROAD AND FROM THERE NOVA 
LISBOA AND LOBITO CAN BE QUICKLY REACHED. 

7. UNITA IS NOT YET MILITARY! ,Y SIGNIFICANT BUT IT MUST BE ASSUMED 
THAT IT WILL BE ABLE TO FIELD THE LARGEST, IF NOT THE 

BEST EQUIPPED, ARMED FORCE BY THE TIME OF INDEPENDENCE. 

WITH EXCEPTION OF THE 8,000 TROOPS THEY MUST GIVE TO THE 
INTEGRATED FORCE AND A SMALL DETACHMENT TO DEFEND THEIR 
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DELEGATIONS OUTSIDE THE CENTER-SOUTH, THE MASS OF THE ARMY WILL 
MOST LIKELY BE USED TO GARRISON THE POPULATED CENTRAL REGION AND 
BE HELD IN GENERAL RESERVE AT THEIR EASTERN BASES TO REACT TO 
THE THREAT OF A CIVIL WAR. 

KILT, OR AN 
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